OPEN YOUR EARS

with Geeta Das
BCMEA Conference 2025

Innovating Musical & Cultural Appreciation and Communication
through the sharing of our diverse musical interests.

NOTE:

Exploring music and culture through listening and sharing
will create a more exciting and positive evolution of music education and musical
evolution which will promote mutual respect and trust, enhance communication,
and ensure continued inspiration and success for everyone.

REMINDERS:

* ALL MUSIC IS ART!
*ALL ART IS IMPORTANT.
* ALL PERSPECTIVES, OPINIONS, & FEELINGS ARE RELEVANT.

CREATING A SAFE SHARING SPACE:

NOTE:

Our community is incredibly diverse and has access to unlimited information at their
fingertips. This access will continue to open up countless and unexpected avenues.
*Be prepared to be surprised!

1IP:

Try to encourage open hearts and open minds while sharing as some students will
possibly feel vulnerable. To create a safe sharing space, it may be an encouraging and
supportive idea for you to present some of your listening choices first as a reminder to

the ones sharing that this a safe, supportive, and fun space to share.

The best way to improve your HUMAN skills is to:

LISTEN.




THOUGHTS to PONDER:

LISTENING is THE most important way to learn a new language. Through listening,
we develop our ability to mimic and apply new communication skills. We then use these
skills to assimilate and fit ourselves into the social groups we wish to associate with.
Music is best learned in exactly the same way.

Everything we do in our lives revolves around communication. The better our
listening skills, the more we will know about one another’s backgrounds/histories/
influences, the easier it will be to find common ground to communicate more affectively.
Musical communication is exactly the same.

It’s very important to listen in an open and unbiased way. Most people wish to be
respected and fairy experienced (“judged”). Introducing positive ways to interact with
new music (art and sounds) and ways of giving positive input will ensure everyone feels
respected and fairy experienced, giving them more confidence which in turn will
encourage quicker [musical] growth.

Music has such a staggering influence and impact on our day-to-day lives. The
way we hear, feel, and experience music, ebbs and flows as constantly and
consistently as our moods do throughout the day. How we use music to communicate
with our students can also have a similar influence and impact. Let’s use this
knowledge to our advantage and remember to be positive, compassionate, open
minded, and supportive.

We often listen with our eyes. Making assessments through visual cues such as
fashion, body language, skin colour, etc., is a natural way of gathering information.
Knowing how and remembering to listen with our ears and receive new information
through the language of music will help us make more accurate assessments and
improve our communication skills.

IMPORTANT IDEA to IMPLEMENT:

-CREATE A CULTURE OF GROUP LISTENING
-Encourage students to share their diverse music and give a brief description of
what the music is about, why they like it, and how it influences them.
***See LISTENING ASSIGNMENT handout.

NOTES.




LISTENING ASSIGNMENT NAME:

TEACHER: Geeta Das DATE:

The best way to improve your musical skills is to:

LISTEN.

ASSIMILATE. REGURGITATE. INTEGRATE.

The following LISTENING ASSIGNMENT is a fun way to practice your instrument without
your instrument. Hearing what your instrument should sound like by listening to it live or
in a professional recording will give you the best examples to model your sound after and

will in turn give you the quickest progress and results in your musical journey.

*NOTE: LISTENING must be a part of your DAILY PRACTICE!

1. NAME THREE PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS ON YOUR INSTRUMENT:
1
2
3

2. FIND & LIST THREE RECORDINGS OF THOSE PRO PLAYERS:
1

3. DESCRIBE THE THREE RECORDINGS OF THOSE PRO PLAYERS:
1

4. SHARE YOUR FINDINGS WITH FRIENDS AND FELLOW MUSICIANS.
5. REPEAT NUMBERS 1-4 ON AN ONGOING BASIS.
6. ENJOY WATCHING ALL OF YOUR MUSICAL SKILLS IMPROVE

THROUGH THE JOY OF LISTENING & ENJOY ALWAYS BEING EXCITED
TO PRACTICE!



