
Here is a suggested list of YouTube songs that serve as excellent source materials for 
multiple genres of musical grooves: The rhythms are really just suggestions. Try coming 
up with original ideas! Don’t be afraid to try things.  

Funk:


Funky Drummer - James Brown

Superstition - Stevie Wonder


Afrobeat:


Secret Agent - Tony Allen (Shiko is the best!)

Dirty Money - Antibalas (Shiko, Basic Drum Groove, Play Calypso (good tempo!)


Reggae:


Could you be loved - Bob Marley (Kuku - both parts together!)


Latin influenced:


Oye Como Va - Santana (Basic groove, Play Calypso, Kuku all work well)


Want more of a challenge? Try Mas Que Nada by Sergio Mendes. A true Samba- Shiko rhythm 
goes well with this song. 


Tour - Carlinhos Brown (Shiko, basic drum groove, Play Calypso (double x)


Pop:


Africa - Toto (Good song to practice playing more in double time: it feels good when playing 
and counting in 2. Try Shiko, Kuku, Calypso and variation)


Uptown Funk - Bruno Mars (Play Calypso + variation)


Shake it Off - Taylor Swift (Kuku - both parts)


Happy - Pharell (Play Calypso)


Blinding Lights - the Weeknd (Shiko - both parts, Kuku - both parts, Play Calypso, try them all!)   


This is only a few of so many songs choose from. What are your favourites? What about your 
students? Why not have them submit songs they’d like to play along to.


Lastly, here are a few extended groove tracks to practice along with.


Afrobeats Drum Loop 100 bpm - Solid Tracks


Middle Eastern Malfuf Rhythm - Kettem.Beat Play Calypso in double time is a good rhythm to 
try. Try with all the rhythms in double time (feel in 2 beats per measure).


Balakulandian Rhythm Djun and Djembes - X8 Drums (Kuku is excellent, as is Calypso (original 
and variation)


